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Revising
A few basics
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How do I 

revise?
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Prepare it 

Learn it

Test it
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The Plan
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How do you decide how long to revise for?

We are all individual and what works for one person will not work for the next –

you need to find what is best for you:

1. Revise in 20 minute blocks with a 5 minute break in-between
2. Revise in 30 minute blocks with a 10 minute break in-between
3. Plan/prepare for 10 minutes and then learn it for 10 minutes and then quiz yourself for 10 

minutes
4. Read through notes for 45 minutes highlighting and making notes
5. Little and often

When should I revise?

Be realistic…
1. Before school for 20 minutes? On the coach journey in?
2. Lunchtimes
3. Straight after school in the library
4. At home 4-5, break for tea 6-7 and 7-8 blocks
5. Will you revise at the weekend?
6. What nights are you already committed to something?
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 Same rules apply as note taking
 Be really strict about the amount of 

information that you include.
 Stick to:

 Keywords
 Definitions
 Lists
 For/against
 Comparisons
 Key learning points
 Mnemonics
 Colour coding
 Diagrams
 Quizzes/mini-tests
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What is a mind map?

• A graphical way to show 
ideas and/or concepts.

• It can help to structure our 
ideas and improve our 
ability to recall them.

• Mind maps are structured 
in a way which is closely 
linked to how your brain 
works.

• It engages your brain and 
can be more fun and 
interesting than traditional 
linear note-taking.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=tROwBWcZkmHxbM&tbnid=BLilpU0fFrz7vM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http://www.12manage.com/methods_mind_mapping.html&ei=h7AoU_G5PMOo0QWqmoHoBg&bvm=bv.62922401,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNE8hcynLQhEdqfJO5ufap4L-dNH1Q&ust=1395261833275156
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Top Tips

• Use landscape. 

• Try to stick to one side of paper.

• The central image should be 
the name of a core topic and 
attract the eye.

• Branches leading from the main 
topic should be the key areas 
linked to it.

• Use a range of colours; try to 
use a set colour for each 
branch.

• Images and colours are 
important as they stimulate the 
right side of the brain.

• Vary branch sizes and lengths.
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• Make up a story based around key terms that 
you need to learn.

• Link people or places to some of the key 
points in your story.

• Make it amusing and quite random as you’re 
more likely to remember it then.

• It will help your brain to order and recall the 
information when you need it in an 
examination.
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www.getrevising.co.uk

www.examtime.com

www.bbc.co.uk/education

• Websites and the internet can be useful for helping with 
revision.

• Don’t rely completely on the internet and technology to 

help you revise.

• Some of the most useful websites are listed below.

http://www.getrevising.co.uk/
http://www.examtime.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
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• This goes without saying really!

• Testing is a crucial part of the 
process

• Complete questions under a range 
of conditions.

• When it really matters, try to recreate 
the exam as fully as possible.

• Get feedback
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What do you want to achieve?


