
Year 8) Term 3A: The African Kingdoms, the 
Slave Trade and America

Learning objective: To understand chronology, 
sources and factors through the history of the 

African Kingdoms, the Slave Trade and America.

What do I need to know about the African Kingdoms?
• Where Africa is, and what life was like in the African Kingdoms
• What was traded amongst Africans
• Why Africa was incredibly civilised

What do I need to know about the Transatlantic Slave Trade?
• What was traded at each point in the Triangular Slave Trade
• What life was like for slaves on the Atlantic ‘Middle Passage’
• Who benefitted the most out of the Slave Trade

What do I need to know about the life of slaves in America?
• What a slave auction was
• What life on a slave plantation was like
• Who some of the most famous abolitionists were.
• What the causes, course and consequences of the American Civil War was.

KEYWORDS:
Chronology = events put in the 

order that they happened.
Sources = evidence from the 

past.
Interpretations = a persons 

opinion on a historical event.

Key events/people:
The African Kingdoms

The Transatlantic Slave Trade
Life on a Plantation

Slave auctions
Abolitionists

The American Civil War

1684

The first British slave ship, the Isabella, 
lands in Africa and captures slaves

1685-1861

The Triangular Slave Trade 
operates over the Atlantic.

1861 – 1865

The American Civil War rages in the United States of America. 
The Northern Union frees slaves from the Confederacy South.

Assessment Skill focus:
Account = a descriptive narrative.

Significance = evaluating importance, such 
as who was the greatest abolitionist or 

civil rights leader.



What first-order concepts do I need to learn below?
Hint: remember! A first-order concept is a word historians use to describe facts related to events.

 Facts on the African Kingdoms:
• Africa boasted several incredible kingdoms by the time Britain began discovering and exploring the 

seas and coasts. The greatest of the African kingdoms was Benin, Niri and Nok. Each of these kingdoms 
had civilised cities that traded food, goods and crafted artwork.

• However, one thing Africa lacked was technology. Britain was undergoing an Industrial Revolution, so 
when the British Empire arrived on the shores of Africa, they started by trading crates of metalwork, 
guns and technology. Soon however, invading empires simply captured and kidnapped Africans.

 Facts on the Transatlantic Slave Trade:
• African slaves were shackled, handcuffed and loaded like cattle onto cramped, hot ships. They were 

forced to lie like sardines within the decks of the ships as they crossed the stormy ‘Middle Passage’ – a 
part of the Transatlantic Triangular Slave Trade – going from Britain, to Africa, and across the Atlantic 
Ocean to America.

• When they reached America, slaves were split apart and auctioned (sold) off to the highest bidder.

 Facts on slavery in America:
• Their new masters often treated them harshly. When purchased, slaves would often end up working on 

big farm-style properties known as plantations. They would be forced to farm the land – often picking 
cotton or beating sugar cane – a very labour intensive job. Punishments were also severe.

• Not all Americans agreed with slavery. They were called abolitionists.
• Some abolitionists, like Harriet Tubman and Abraham Lincoln, decided to stand up to slave owners.
• A civil war soon broke out between the North of America – who disagreed with slavery – and the South 

– who liked slavery and the money it brought in. The North were victorious and slavery was banned.

What second-order concepts do I need to learn below?
Hint: remember! A ‘second-order concept’ is a phrase historians use to describe the history skills that are 
used in history – like putting events in chronological order, or analysing sources!
• Consequences are the ‘after event’ of an event. For example, the consequence of the British Empire 

arriving in Africa was the buying and selling of African people as slaves in America.

Look to the past:
Below is a primary source:

a photograph of an African slave 
after they had been freed after 
the Civil War. Their back shows 

their punishments on the 
plantations. How useful is this 

source to a historian trying to find 
out about slavery?


