
• This PowerPoint will help you to prepare for your study of A–Level History.

• It is designed to give you an overview of all the topics you will cover over 
the 2 years.

• There are several tasks within this PowerPoint and it will take you around 
30 hours to complete all of these tasks to a good standard.

• You do not need to complete a task in one session, you can break them 
down into more manageable chunks if it helps.

• Please be sensible about the amount of time you spend on each task at 
any one time, perhaps no more than an hour, and do have breaks between 
tasks.

• These tasks are designed to give you a taste of what A-Level History is like, 
a head start on the course and they will give you something to focus on 
over the next few weeks to help keep you focused on your academic 
development.

• In September you will have assessments in History within the first 6 weeks 
and these tasks will help to prepare you for these initial assessments –
therefore please bring all of this work into school with you in September.

Welcome to A-Level History!
Your teachers for the coming year will be Mr Lloyd/Miss 

Lindsey (Option 1C – Tudors) and Mrs Sehmar (Option 2O – 
Nazis)



A-Level History:
Y11 to Y12 Tudor Transition Work

LO1: Identify what the Tudor topic is all about.

LO2: Describe what the Tudor Period was like. Wednesday, 12 June 2024
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Today’s enquiry question:

Identify who the main monarchs 
of the Tudor period were.

Unit of work:

Tudor Period

Keywords for today:

Monarchy / War of the Roses

Second-order skill focus:

Interpretation



Brain Dump: 
What do you 

know about the 
Tudors already?



AO1) What is the Tudor topic all about?

Research the following monarchs to identify who the Tudors 
were – you may wish to print off and annotate the next 5 
slides:

1. Henry VII
2. Henry VIII
3. Edward VI
4. Mary I
5. Elizabeth I



Henry VII (1485-1509)



Henry VIII (1509-1547)



Edward VI (1547-1553)



Mary I (1553-1558)



Elizabeth I (1558-1603)



These are the 5 key themes (and exam 
question topics):

• Religion

• Foreign policy

• Government and politics

• Society

• Dealing with threats

Go back through your notes on each monarch and see if 
you can colour code them to match the above



Year 12:
In your first year, alongside your studies on Germany, you’ll be studying Henry 
VII in Term 1 (Autumn) and Henry VIII in Term 2 (Spring). In Term 3, we cover an 
independent research project (Summer).



Year 13:
In the second year, you finish your research project over the summer, and then study 
Edward & Mary in Term 1 (Autumn) and Elizabeth in Term 2 (Spring) before the exams. 



Before we continue…
To help you with the coming two years, we recommend you 
purchase these:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-1485-
1603/dp/0198354606/ref=asc_df_0198354606/?tag=googshop
uk-
21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=311004790924&hvpos=&hvnetw=g
&hvrand=14916185806293330802&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt
=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9074305&hvtargi
d=pla-303477989755&psc=1&th=1&psc=1

https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-level-1485-
1603/dp/1471876101/ref=asc_df_1471876101/?tag=googshop
uk-
21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310979544451&hvpos=&hvnetw=g
&hvrand=14916185806293330802&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt
=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9074305&hvtargi
d=pla-306920078572&psc=1&th=1&psc=1



AO2) What was the Tudor period like?

Before we go on to 
look at our first 
king...we need to 
know what England 
was like in 1485…

1. Economy 
2. Government 
3. England’s 

position in 
Europe + Wars 
of the Roses

4. Monarchy in 
England

5. Religion 
6. Society
 
In order to 
understand what it 
was like to live in 
this period, 
complete the table 
on the next slide…



England’s 
position in 
Europe

The 
Government of 
England

The Wars of the 
Roses

The Monarchy 
in England and 
Henry Tudor

The Economy 
and Finance

Key details: Key details: Key details: Key details: Key details:

Does this 
represent 
change or 
continuity?

Does this 
represent 
change or 
continuity?

Does this 
represent 
change or 
continuity?

Does this 
represent 
change or 
continuity?

Does this 
represent 
change or 
continuity?



What was England like in 
1485?

How was farming 
different in 1485?



What was the main 
industry of the period?

How did society differ?



Why were the Catholic 
Church a force to be 

reckoned with?



How might the monarchy 
and the church’s 

relationship be strained?



What was the Churches 
role in the community?



How politically powerful 
were the Church?

Why were things starting 
to change in the 

Medieval-to-Renaissance 
period?



What was the 
Renaissance?



What were Erasmus’ 
teachings?



How might this new 
period impact the 

relationship between 
Crown and Church?



AO3) Identify the chronology of the Wars of the Roses

1. Consider *how* a king or queen takes power… 
what do they need? Make notes on the different 
ways in which someone might gain power…

2. What were the causes of the War of the Roses?



So what were the War of Roses about?

• Towards the end of Henry VI’s (mental) (1422-61) 
reign two groups of families under the banners of 
‘Lancaster’ and ‘York’ fought to control the crown. 

• The most senior Yorkist, Richard, had been crowned 
King Richard III of England in 1483 (after his brother 
Edward IV died). 

• Richard III was meant to become Regent (ruling on 
behalf of Edward’s sons, but he put the princes in the 
tower and they “disappeared”. Thus making him the 
King of England. 



What caused the War of the Roses?



Who was Henry Tudor?

• House of Lancaster

• His claim comes from his 
mother, Margert Beaufort

• Spent his childhood in exile 
with Jasper Tudor

• Defeated Yorkist King, Richard 
III and became the first Tudor 
King



The final battle!
Battle of Bosworth Field overview

• Richard’s men, 
10,000-15,000 
outnumbered 
Henry’s despite the 
support of the Welsh 
of about 5,000

• It was the support of 
Lord Stanley, his 
mother’s 3rd

husband, that gave 
Henry the decisive 
victory



Video source 1 – write down any key pieces of information 
on the finale battle of the War of the Roses



Video source 2 – write down any key pieces of information 
on the finale battle of the War of the Roses



Additional Reading…



What are the strengths and weaknesses of a king 
who had claimed the throne through war?

Strengths Weaknesses

Write a summary of how secure you think Henry VII is on 
the throne. 



Aftermath: Richard III supporters

The fate of 
Richard III’s 

supporters at 
Bosworth

Escaped:
Earl of Lincoln
Viscount Lovell

Lord Darce
Thomas Stafford

Humphrey Stafford

Taken prisoner:

Duke of Northumberland
Earl of Surrey

William Catesby (executed)

Killed:
Sir Richard Ratcliffe
Sir William Coyners

Sir Robert Brackenbury
Sir Richard Charlton
Sir Percivall Thirball



How would you describe Henry VII’s claim to 
throne so far? How secure is he?



Family Tree- Henry’s claim



What is the character of Henry Tudor?

• Using the information below 
make notes on his upbringing!

• Does he have the makings of an 
effective future king? 





What were Henry VII’s aims?

•His aims were to:
• Establish and secure his right to the throne

• Strengthen royal government through better 
control of the nobility

• Strengthen the monarchy and the kingdom for the 
future by ensuring a strong financial foundation

Which one would Henry VII need to tackle first? 
How might Henry go about achieving these objectives?

Explain in your notes which one and why…



What problems did he face in 
establishing his aims?
• Government by 1485 was well organised, but had come 

perilously close to collapse on a number of occasions 
during the 15th century. 

• Therefore the actual authority that it had over the people 
of England- and more importantly, the nobility- was 
questionable. 

• Let’s look at how society was structured at this point in 
time! 



The Feudal system! 

Recreate 
your own 
diagram for 
your notes



So what is Bastard Feudalism?

• Over mighty subjects were able to take law into their own 
hands.

• Nobles were able to use ‘retainers’ (paid person)- in 
return for services (military service) they could be 
rewarded with local office or grants of land as well as 
payment. 

• This could lead to some nobles creating potential armies.  

• How could relations between king and nobility cause 
problems in medieval England?



What would you do?

Problem My advice to Henry + 
Reason for advice

The York family are angry at the death of Richard III and 
may be looking for revenge

Some of the country’s land-owning barons are very 
powerful and wealthy.  They also keep private armies.

The poor finances of the Crown which had been depleted 
by wars at home and abroad. 
So there is not much money for weapons, armies, houses 
and palaces.

The uneven control that the Crown had over the 
kingdom: stronger in the more populated areas of the 
south and east, but looser in the borderlands, especially 
with the lack of a developed system of local 
administration



Extra research:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZKruLTJQ2Y

• We are going to watch a documentary about Henry 
Tudor. It will cover his claim to the throne and the Battle 
of Bosworth

• As we watch, make notes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ZKruLTJQ2Y


Review: true or false

1. Henry’s claim comes through his maternal side

2. Henry lived out his years in exile in Belgium with his 

3. Richard III was seen as unpopular due to the missing 
Princes in the Tower

4. Elizabeth Woodville and Margaret Beaufort agreed to 
marry their two children

5. Richard III had a smaller army than Henry

6. Lord Stanley gave Henry the upper hand and helped 
him win the battle 
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