
• This PowerPoint will help you to prepare for your study of A–Level History.

• It is designed to give you an overview of all the topics you will cover over 
the 2 years.

• There are several tasks within this PowerPoint and it will take you around 
30 hours to complete all of these tasks to a good standard.

• You do not need to complete a task in one session, you can break them 
down into more manageable chunks if it helps.

• Please be sensible about the amount of time you spend on each task at 
any one time, perhaps no more than an hour, and do have breaks between 
tasks.

• These tasks are designed to give you a taste of what A-Level History is like, 
a head start on the course and they will give you something to focus on 
over the next few weeks to help keep you focused on your academic 
development.

• In September you will have assessments in History within the first 6 weeks 
and these tasks will help to prepare you for these initial assessments –
therefore please bring all of this work into school with you in September.

Welcome to A-Level History!
Your teachers for the coming year will be Mr Lloyd (Option 1C 

– Tudors) and Mrs Sehmar (Option 2O – Nazis)



A-Level History:
Y11 to Y12 Germany Transition Work

LO1: Identify what the Germany topic is all about.

LO2: Explain the different forms of ideologies that are 
used to govern a country.

LO3: Explain what Germany was like as a country pre 
1914 
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Today’s enquiry question:

What was Germany like as a 
country pre 1914?

Unit of work:

Democracy & Dictatorship in 
Germany 

Keywords for today:

Dictatorship/Democracy

Second-order skill focus:

Change & Continuity 



Brain Dump: 
What do you know 
Germany pre WWI? 
Think back to your 

Germany topic.



LO1: Identify what the Germany topic are all about

Part one: the Weimar Republic, 1918–1933- This is what we cover in year 12

1. The Establishment and early years of Weimar, 1918–1924

2. The 'Golden Age' of the Weimar Republic, 1924–1928

3. The Collapse of Democracy, 1928–1933

Part two- Nazi Germany, 1933–1945 This is what we cover in year 13

4. The Nazi Dictatorship, 1933–1939

5. The Racial State, 1933–1941 

6. The impact of War, 1939–1945 



These are the 6 key issues - which is 
outlined on the previous slide

This topic will require you to look at sources and do mini 
essays on the key issues that are covered.



Year 12:
In your first year, alongside your studies on the Tudors, you’ll be studying the 
first three issues.

1. The Establishment and early years of Weimar, 1918–1924

• The impact of war and the political crises of October to November 1918; the context for the establishment of the 

Weimar Constitution; terms, strengths and weaknesses

• The Peace Settlement: expectations and reality; terms and problems; attitudes within Germany and abroad

• Economic and social issues: post-war legacy and the state of the German economy and society; reparations, 

inflation and hyperinflation; the invasion of the Ruhr and its economic impact; social welfare and the social 

impact of hyperinflation

• Political instability and extremism; risings on the left and right, including the Kapp Putsch; the political impact of 

the invasion of the Ruhr; the Munich Putsch; problems of coalition government and the state of the Republic by 

1924

2. The 'Golden Age' of the Weimar Republic, 1924–1928

• Economic developments: Stresemann; the Dawes Plan; industry, agriculture and the extent of recovery; the 

reparations issue and the Young Plan

• Social developments: social welfare reforms; the development of Weimar culture; art, architecture, music, 

theatre, literature and film; living standards and lifestyles

• Political developments and the workings of democracy: President Hindenburg; parties ; elections and attitudes 

to the Republic from the elites and other social groups; the position of the extremists, including the Nazis and 

Communists; the extent of political stability

• Germany’s international position; Stresemann's foreign policy aims and achievements including: Locarno; the 

League of Nations; the Treaty of Berlin; the end of allied occupation and the pursuit of disarmament



3. The Collapse of Democracy, 1928–1933

• The economic, social and political impact of the Depression: elections; governments and 
policies

• The appeal of Nazism and Communism; the tactics and fortunes of the extremist parties, 
including the role of propaganda

• Hindenburg, Papen, Schleicher and the 'backstairs intrigue' leading to Hitler’s appointment as 
chancellor

• Political developments: the Reichstag Fire; parties and elections; the Enabling Act and the 
end of democracy; the state of Germany by March 1933



Year 13:
In the second year, you finish your research project over the summer, and then 
study the next three issues before the exams. 

4. The Nazi Dictatorship, 1933–1939

• Hitler’s consolidation of power, March 1933–1934: governmental and administrative change and 

the establishment of the one-party state; the Night of the Long Knives and the impact of the death 

of President Hindenburg

• The 'Terror State': the police, including the SS and Gestapo; the courts; extent, effectiveness and 

limitations of opposition and non-conformity; propaganda: aims, methods and impact; extent of 

totalitarianism

• Economic policies and the degree of economic recovery; Schacht; Goering; the industrial elites

• Social policies: young people; women; workers; the churches; the degree of Volksgemeinschaft; 

benefits and drawbacks of Nazi rule

5. The Racial State, 1933–1941 

• The radicalisation of the state: Nazi racial ideology; policies towards the mentally ill, asocials, 

homosexuals, members of religious sects, the Roma and Sinti

• Anti-Semitism: policies and actions towards the Jews, including the boycott of Jewish shops and 

the Nuremberg Laws

• The development of anti-Semitic policies and actions; the effect of the Anschluss; 

Reichkristallnacht; emigration; the impact of the war against Poland

• The treatment of Jews in the early years of war: the Einsatzgruppen; ghettos and deportations



6. The impact of War, 1939–1945 

• Rationing, indoctrination, propaganda and morale; the changing impact of war on different 
sections of society including the elites, workers, women and youth

• The wartime economy and the work of Speer; the impact of bombing; the mobilisation of the 
labour force and prisoners of war

• Policies towards the Jews and the ‘untermenschen’ during wartime; the Wannsee Conference 
and the 'Final Solution'

• Opposition and resistance in wartime including students, churchmen, the army and civilian 
critics; assassination attempts and the July Bomb Plot; overview of the Nazi state by 1945



Before we continue…
To help you with the coming two years, we recommend you 
purchase these:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-
Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=aqa+a+level
+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686126983&sprefix=a
qa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-
1918-
1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+histo
ry+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+
level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686126983&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686126983&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686126983&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-AQA-History-Level-Democracy/dp/0198421427/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686126983&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-1918-1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-1918-1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-1918-1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-1918-1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revision-Notes-level-Democracy-1918-1945/dp/1471876225/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=aqa+a+level+history+germany+revision+guide&qid=1686127034&sprefix=aqa+A+level+History+germany%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-4


Lets like at these three ideologies first:

1. Capitalism 

2. Communism 

3. Fascism

Watch the video clips that go with each ideology and 
make brief notes on each one within the slide or on 
separate note paper. 

LO2: Explain the different forms of ideologies that 
are used to govern a country.



1. Capitalism 

https://youtu.be/qI6ndutTVKU

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/qI6ndutTVKU


2. Communism 

https://youtu.be/kyKbAF6DhE4

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/kyKbAF6DhE4


3. Fascism 

https://youtu.be/4ejvegGwXYs

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/4ejvegGwXYs


LO2: Explain the different forms of ideologies that are used to govern a country.
On the next three slides is a breakdown of the different forms of ideologies that we 
cover in this topic you need to use this info to complete the table on slide 14 &15 

Autocracy Government in which one person has uncontrolled or unlimited authority over others
The government or power of an absolute monarch. In an autocracy, the autocrat really is the 
"one ruler", relying fairly little upon others, and being the driving force behind ALL political 
decisions.
All means of production is owned by the ruler/people in charge. 
Media is controlled by the person in charge. 
Power is often handed down through the blood line

Socialism A political and economic theory of social organization which advocates that the means of 
production, distribution, and exchange should be owned or regulated by the community as a 
whole. 
Socialism is the collective ownership by all the people of the factories, mills, mines, railroads, 
land and all other instruments of production.
Socialism means production to satisfy human needs, not as under capitalism, for sale and profit.
Socialism means direct control and management of the industries and social services by the 
workers through a democratic government based on their nationwide economic organization.
Socialism does not mean government or state ownership. It does not mean a closed party-run 
system without democratic rights. Those things are the very opposite of socialism.
A government governs the country and often decided through elections. 
Socialism will be a society in which the things we need to live, work and control our own lives—
the industries, services and natural resources—are collectively owned by all the people, and in 
which the democratic organization of the people within the industries and services is the 
government. Socialism means that government of the people, for the people and by the people 
will become a reality for the first time. 



Dictatorship Government run by a dictator/one party/one leader
Absolute authority is given to this leader.
It is also often implied that whilst in a dictatorship the dictator has advisers upon who he 
relies and is mainly the ideological and personality-based side of the leadership. The 
difference between a dictator and autocratic ruler is that an autocratic ruler can make all 
decisions without having to consult to other e.g. members of their party, advisers. 
The means of production is controlled by the dictator and the state
There are no free elections within a dictatorship.

Totalitarianism Totalitarianism  is a political system where the state recognizes no limits to its authority and 
strives to regulate every aspect of public and private life. Totalitarian regimes stay in 
political power through an all-encompassing propaganda disseminated through the state-
controlled mass media, a single party that is often marked by control over the economy, 
regulation and restriction of speech, mass surveillance, and widespread use of terror. The 
means of production is controlled by the dictator and the state.
Totalitarianism does not apply to one ruler but extends to a party or a class of elite who 
recognise no limit to their authority. 
It is very similar to a dictatorship. 

Democracy Democracy works by the people voting and the government includes the people’s rights. 
Democracy is when people have the right to choose what they want for their country. 
Some will be wealthier than others will. They will spread their influences to other countries 
to trade and encourage investment.
There is very little censorship of the media.
Most industries and businesses are privately owned.
There are several political parties-voters may choose and change their government.

16



Communism A political theory derived from Karl Marx, advocating class war and leading to a 
society in which all property is publicly owned and each person works and is paid 
according to their abilities and needs. 
There is only one political party- the communist party- there is no choice and people 
are unable to change their government.
There is no private industry and no private profit.
All industry and businesses are owned by the state for the benefit of everyone.
The belief is that everyone is equal. They believe in world revolution where they 
encourage communism in other countries.
There is censorship of the media
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Ideology/form of 
government

Who governs the 
country

Who owns the 
means of 
production 

Who controls 
the media?

How is the 
government 
decided?

What is your evaluation 
of this form of 
government

Autocratic 

Socialist 

Dictatorship
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Ideology/form of 
government

Who governs the 
country

Who owns the 
means of 
production 

Who controls 
the media?

How is the 
government 
decided?

What is your evaluation 
of this form of 
government

Totalitarianism

Democratic 

Communism 



LO3: Explain what Germany was like as a country pre 1914 

1. You now need to do some research on key 
aspects of what Germany was like at the start 
of our study (pre 1914). 

2. Follow the guidelines that I have given below 
and use the key reading in this PowerPoint to 
help you make your notes. 

3. You can also use the internet to help you. 
4. This can be done as a PowerPoint or booklet.

What needs to be included:
1. Who was Kaiser Wilhelm? What was he like as a person and as a ruler?
2. What was the government structure like?
3. What was society like?
4. What was Nationalism?
5. Did Anti-Semitism exist?
6. What was the belief about race? Was there a race struggle?
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Kaiser Wilhelm
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Government structure 
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Society 
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Ideas & beliefs



Now you need to prepare yourself 
for the first key issues.
Watch these key video and make notes on them.

Do this on the following slides. 

You will need to look at:

1. What problems the Weimar Republic faced. 

2. What the constitution was. 

3. What political opposition the new government faced.

4. What economic problems the new government 
faced. 
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1. What key issues did the Weimar Republic 
face when they came to power?

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/KzY0fKz6dXc

https://youtu.be/KzY0fKz6dXc


2. What was the Weimar constitution? 
What strengths/weaknesses did it have?

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/_W6JAqg6TPk

https://youtu.be/_W6JAqg6TPk


3. Who were the Spartacists and what problems 
did the pose for the Weimar government?

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/FxeWA_AV3bo

https://youtu.be/FxeWA_AV3bo


4. Who were the freikorps? What was the Kapp 
Putsch? Why did this pose a problem for the 
government?

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/Nk_AZtB5yKc

https://youtu.be/Nk_AZtB5yKc


5. What was hyperinflation? How did this 
happen? Why did this pose a problem for the 
government?

Make your notes here:

https://youtu.be/O2CIeNANQMM

https://youtu.be/O2CIeNANQMM


Review: true or false

1. The Kaiser allowed a fully democratic government.

2. Democracy allows for free elections and for everyone to 
vote. 

3. The constitution is a breakdown of a how a country is run

4. Dictatorships often have a democratic election. 

5. Communism is when property is publicly owned and each 
person works and is paid according to their abilities and 
needs. 

6. The freikorps were left wing soldiers.

7. Hyperinflation is when money becomes worthless. 

8. Government in which one person has uncontrolled or 
unlimited authority over others is an autocracy.


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: A-Level History: Y11 to Y12 Germany Transition Work
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: These are the 6 key issues - which is outlined on the previous slide
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Before we continue… To help you with the coming two years, we recommend you purchase these:
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: 1. Capitalism 
	Slide 13: 2. Communism 
	Slide 14: 3. Fascism 
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Now you need to prepare yourself for the first key issues.
	Slide 29:  1. What key issues did the Weimar Republic face when they came to power? 
	Slide 30: 2. What was the Weimar constitution? What strengths/weaknesses did it have?
	Slide 31: 3. Who were the Spartacists and what problems did the pose for the Weimar government?
	Slide 32: 4. Who were the freikorps? What was the Kapp Putsch? Why did this pose a problem for the government?
	Slide 33: 5. What was hyperinflation? How did this happen? Why did this pose a problem for the government?
	Slide 34: Review: true or false

