
Year 8 – Samba Music KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER

Samba adopts complex syncopated rhythms on 
multiple percussion instruments.

Samba adopts many similar rhythms of those used in 
African drumming; such as polyrhythm or call and 
response

Samba uses repetitive rhythmic patterns called 
ostinato. An ostinato is a repeated rhythmic idea. 
Multiple ostinatos are played at the same time in 
Samba music.

Samba uses the following structure to form it’s 
performances.


