
Year 7 – Programme Music KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER

Programme music is descriptive, 
suggesting visual images or 'telling 

a story'. The descriptive idea or 
storyline is known as the 

programme. 

Instruments and common 
associations (Musical Cliché’s) 

• Woodwind Natural sounds such 
as bird song, animals, rivers 
• Brass Soldiers, war, royalty, 

ceremonial occasions 
• Tuba Large and slow moving 

things 
• Harp Tenderness, love

 • Glockenspiel Magic, fairy tales 
• Timpani/Drums War, fighting, 

thunder 
• Strings Often used to portray 

emotions: passion, grief etc.

Elements of music can be used 
in different ways in order to 

set a specific mood or feeling, 
paint a picture or tell a story.
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