
Area of study: Medieval Monarchs  

Enquiry question: Why did the power of the Plantagenets change?  

Political  Religious Social & cultural Military  Economic  
 

Substantive Knowledge : content for emphasis , to be secured in the long term memory  

Students know:            

Where the Plantagenets came from   

o Why they speak French?  

o That they controlled large sections of modern France   

• Henry II power and how it changed over his reign:   

• His dominance in Europe over rival Monarchs  

o How the murder of Thomas Becket impacted on his power  

o About conflict between the church and crown  

o About the rebellion of Henry’s sons and the role of Eleanor of Aquitaine  

• John power and how it changed over his reign  

o That John lost much of the Plantagenets Empire in France and the impact this had on his power  

o How taxation and treatment of the Barons led to Magna Carta  

o That his relationship with the church led to him getting excommunicated  

o Magna Carta – what this was and the impact it had on the Government   

o How some of his reforms were positive   

o That the introduction of common Law was a direct result of the Magna Carta  

o How his legacy impacted on the power of the Plantagenets   

• Edward I power and how it changed over his reign  

o That changes to parliament and legal system (model parliament) led to a change in Government   

o Military campaigns in Wales were a success due to the destruction of the Welsh nobility and the ring of stone 

o Military campaigns in Scotland were a failure – defeat to William Wallace and Roberts the Bruce  

• Henry V power and how it changed over his reign  

o The Early successes with the Battle of Shrewsbury    

o The gains in his power with victory at Agincourt and the Treaty of Troyes  

o The impact of his death which led to the Wars of the Roses and downfall of the dynasty on his journey to combine the 

English and French thrones  

• Isabella of France + Margaret of Anjou power and how it changed (She-Wolves - Helen Castor interpretation)  

o The impact they both had on the power of the Kings   

o Isabella of France and her challenge to Edward II authority which led to him being deposed   

o Margaret of Anjou and her influence/control over Henry VI (Wars of the Roses)  

o The nature of queenship in the Plantagenets reign challenges the idea of women’s status as pawns of power to Kings  

o That they were referred to as She-Wolves (Helen Castor interpretation)  

Substantive concepts  Tier 3 language 
Links to prior and future 

learning  
• The Church (L1) 

• Parliament (L2) 

• Military Campaigns (L3) 

• Power (L4) 

• Diversity (L5) 

Interpretation  
Treaty  
Declaration  
Legislation  
Chivalry  
Charter  
Nobility  
 

Magna Carta  
Constitutions of 
Clarence  
Homage  
Priest   
Archbishop  
Monk  
Terrain  
Strategy  

Military Invasion and the significance of 
conflict 
Religion – Catholic practices from the 
Normans 
Role of queens – links to Elizabeth 
Parliament – links to Civil War 
Role of the monarch – links to prior and 
future learning. 
Impact on society – link to future learning 

 

Disciplinary knowledge 
Misconceptions  

• Chronology 

• Causation 

• Change/continuity 

• Diversity 

• Similarity and difference 

• Interpretation 

All monarchs were successful 

The king was in charge  

Queen had no power  

The Magna Carta led to democracy and improved the lives of ordinary 

people  

Propaganda around Agincourt  
 

Cross curricular  / Professional Skills                            Scholarship  

 Helen Castor – She Wolves 
Joana Rameriez – Femina 
Dan Jones – Plantagenet Kings 
Matt Lewis – Peasants Revolt 

 

Local links 

 

 


